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In the wake of a mass shooting, the survivors are left to grapple with the
unimaginable. How do they cope with the loss of loved ones? How do they
make sense of the senseless violence? And how do they find meaning in
the face of such tragedy?

These are the questions that Nick Drnaso explores in his powerful and
haunting graphic novel, Laguardia. Through the eyes of its three main
characters, Drnaso delves into the complexities of grief, trauma, and the
search for meaning in the aftermath of a mass shooting.

The Characters

Keith is a young man who was at the airport when the shooting happened.
He witnessed the violence firsthand, and he is struggling to come to terms
with what he saw.
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Reshma is a young woman who lost her sister in the shooting. She is
struggling to cope with her grief and anger, and she is questioning her faith.

Justin is a police officer who was first on the scene of the shooting. He is
haunted by the images of what he saw, and he is struggling to understand
how he can continue to do his job.

The Story

The story of Laguardia unfolds over the course of several months, as the
characters struggle to come to terms with the aftermath of the shooting.
Keith tries to find solace in his art, but he is haunted by flashbacks to the
violence. Reshma tries to find meaning in her sister's death, but she is
struggling to find answers. Justin tries to find peace in his work, but he is
haunted by the memories of the shooting.

As the characters struggle with their grief, they also begin to question the
meaning of life and death. What is the point of living in a world where such
violence is possible? And how can they find hope in the face of such
despair?

The Themes

Laguardia is a complex and multi-layered work that explores a wide range
of themes, including:

Grief: The characters in Laguardia are all struggling to cope with the
grief of losing loved ones. They experience a range of emotions,
including sadness, anger, guilt, and despair.

Trauma: The characters in Laguardia have all been traumatized by the
shooting. They experience flashbacks, nightmares, and other



symptoms of PTSD.

Meaning: The characters in Laguardia are all struggling to find
meaning in the aftermath of the shooting. They question the meaning
of life and death, and they try to find ways to make sense of the
senseless violence.

Hope: Despite the darkness of the subject matter, Laguardia is
ultimately a story of hope. The characters find ways to cope with their
grief and trauma, and they find ways to find meaning in life.

The Art

Drnaso's art in Laguardia is simple and understated, but it is also incredibly
powerful. He uses a limited color palette and a minimalist style to create a
sense of realism and immediacy. The characters' expressions are often
subtle, but they convey a wealth of emotion.

Drnaso's art is also notable for its use of space. He often leaves large
areas of white space in his panels, which creates a sense of emptiness and
isolation. This emptiness reflects the characters' inner turmoil and their
struggle to find meaning in the aftermath of the shooting.

The Impact

Laguardia has been praised by critics for its honesty, its empathy, and its
powerful storytelling. It has been compared to other classic works of
literature that deal with the aftermath of tragedy, such as The Stranger by
Albert Camus and Beloved by Toni Morrison.

Laguardia is a challenging and deeply moving work of art. It is a story that
will stay with you long after you finish reading it. It is a story that will make



you think about the meaning of life and death, and it is a story that will give
you hope.

Laguardia is a must-read for anyone who is interested in exploring the
aftermath of tragedy. It is a powerful and haunting story that will stay with
you long after you finish reading it. It is a story that will make you think
about the meaning of life and death, and it is a story that will give you hope.
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