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In the early 1900s, golf was a game for the elite. But thanks to the Golf Iron
Horse, a legendary train that carried golfers across the country, the game
began to reach a wider audience. This book chronicles the incredible
journey of the Golf Iron Horse, from its humble beginnings to its heyday as
the most popular way to travel to golf tournaments. Through captivating
storytelling and stunning photography, Golf Iron Horse brings to life the
golden age of golf and the characters who shaped the game.
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The Early Years

The Golf Iron Horse was the brainchild of railroad magnate Edward H.
Harriman. Harriman was a passionate golfer who believed that the game
should be accessible to everyone, regardless of their socioeconomic
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status. In 1902, he commissioned the construction of a special train that
would carry golfers and their equipment to tournaments across the country.
The train was outfitted with the latest amenities, including a dining car, a
sleeping car, and a baggage car for golf clubs. It was also painted a
distinctive green and gold, which earned it the nickname "The Green
Hornet."

The Golf Iron Horse made its debut in 1903, and it quickly became a
sensation. Golfers from all over the country flocked to ride the train, and it
soon became the most popular way to travel to tournaments. The train's
popularity was due in part to its convenience and luxury, but it was also due
to the camaraderie that developed among the golfers who rode it. The train
was a place where golfers could share stories, tips, and laughter, and it
helped to create a sense of community among the game's enthusiasts.

The Golden Age of Golf

The Golf Iron Horse reached its heyday in the 1920s and 1930s, during the
golden age of golf. This was a time when the game was at its most popular,
and the Golf Iron Horse was a symbol of the game's growth and prosperity.
The train carried some of the greatest golfers of all time, including Bobby
Jones, Walter Hagen, and Gene Sarazen. It also helped to promote the
game to a wider audience, and it is credited with helping to make golf the
popular sport that it is today.

The Decline of the Golf Iron Horse

The Golf Iron Horse's popularity began to decline in the 1940s and 1950s,
as air travel became more affordable and convenient. By the 1960s, the
train was no longer used for golf tournaments, and it was eventually retired
in 1971. However, the legacy of the Golf Iron Horse lives on. The train is a



reminder of the golden age of golf, and it is a symbol of the game's growth
and popularity.

The Golf Iron Horse Today

Today, the Golf Iron Horse is on display at the Smithsonian National
Museum of American History in Washington, D.C. It is a popular exhibit for
golf enthusiasts and history buffs alike. The train is a reminder of a bygone
era, and it is a testament to the enduring popularity of the game of golf.

Golf Iron Horse is a must-read for any golf enthusiast or historian. This
book chronicles the incredible journey of the Golf Iron Horse, from its
humble beginnings to its heyday as the most popular way to travel to golf
tournaments. Through captivating storytelling and stunning photography,
Golf Iron Horse brings to life the golden age of golf and the characters who
shaped the game.
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