
How to Probate an Estate in California: A
Step-by-Step Guide
Probate is the legal process of administering the estate of a deceased
person. It involves identifying and valuing the assets of the estate, paying
off any debts, and distributing the remaining assets to the beneficiaries
named in the will.
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If you are the executor of an estate, it is important to understand the
probate process and your responsibilities. This guide will provide you with a
step-by-step overview of the probate process in California.

Step 1: File a Petition for Probate

The first step in the probate process is to file a petition for probate with the
court. The petition must include the following information:

The name of the deceased person
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The date of death

The county in which the deceased person resided

A copy of the will (if there is one)

The names and addresses of the beneficiaries

You can file a petition for probate yourself or you can hire an attorney to do
it for you.

Step 2: Appoint an Executor

The executor of an estate is the person who is responsible for
administering the estate. The executor is appointed by the court and is
typically named in the will.

If the will does not name an executor, the court will appoint one. The
executor must be a resident of California and must be over the age of 18.

Step 3: Inventory the Assets

Once the executor has been appointed, he or she must inventory the
assets of the estate. This includes all of the deceased person's property,
such as real estate, personal property, and financial assets.

The executor must also value the assets of the estate. This can be done by
hiring an appraiser or by using online resources.

Step 4: Pay Debts and Taxes

The executor is responsible for paying off the debts and taxes of the estate.
This includes funeral expenses, medical bills, and any other debts that the
deceased person owed.



The executor must also file a tax return for the estate. This is done using
Form 1041, which is available from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).

Step 5: Distribute the Assets

Once the debts and taxes have been paid, the executor can distribute the
remaining assets of the estate to the beneficiaries named in the will.

The executor must distribute the assets according to the terms of the will. If
there is no will, the assets will be distributed according to California law.

Additional Resources

There are a number of resources available to help you through the probate
process in California. These resources include:

California Courts Self-Help Probate

Nolo's Guide to Probate in California

AARP's Guide to Probate in California

If you have any questions about the probate process in California, you
should consult with an attorney.
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