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Mahatma Gandhi, the "Father of India," was a visionary leader who
dedicated his life to India's independence from British rule. His philosophy
of non-violent resistance, known as Satyagraha, inspired countless people
around the world and left an enduring legacy on the global stage.

This article explores the life and struggle of Mahatma Gandhi, highlighting
his key principles, accomplishments, and the profound impact he had on
India and the world.
Early Life and Education

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869, in
Porbandar, India. From an early age, he showed a strong sense of justice
and compassion.

In 1888, Gandhi traveled to England to study law. During his time in
England, he encountered the writings of John Ruskin, Leo Tolstoy, and
Henry David Thoreau, which influenced his developing philosophy of non-
violence.
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Upon his return to India in 1893, Gandhi began his legal practice in
Bombay. However, he soon became disillusioned with the British legal
system and turned his attention to activism.

In 1894, Gandhi traveled to South Africa to represent Indian merchants. It
was during this time that he first developed his Satyagraha philosophy,
which emphasized non-violent resistance to oppression.
Satyagraha: Gandhi's Philosophy of Non-Violence

Satyagraha means "truth force" in Sanskrit. It is a philosophy that rejects
violence in all forms and advocates for non-cooperation with unjust laws
and oppressive systems.

Gandhi believed that Satyagraha had the power to transform hearts and
minds, ultimately leading to a more just and peaceful society.

The Indian Independence Movement

Gandhi returned to India in 1915 and became a pivotal figure in the Indian
independence movement. He led numerous Satyagraha campaigns
against British rule, including the Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-
22),the Salt March (1930),and the Quit India Movement (1942).

Through these campaigns, Gandhi rallied millions of Indians and put
immense pressure on the British government, ultimately leading to India's
independence in 1947.

Gandhi's Legacy and Impact

Mahatma Gandhi's legacy extends far beyond India's independence. His
philosophy of non-violence has inspired countless movements for social
justice and human rights around the world.



Gandhi's principles have been adopted by leaders such as Martin Luther
King Jr., Nelson Mandela, and Aung San Suu Kyi. His teachings continue to
guide and inspire activists and change-makers to this day.

Mahatma Gandhi's life and struggle for India are a testament to the power
of non-violence and unwavering determination. His legacy as the "Father of
India" and a global icon of peace will continue to inspire generations to
come.

Through his Satyagraha philosophy, Gandhi demonstrated that even the
most oppressive systems can be overcome through peaceful resistance
and the power of truth.

Learn More about Mahatma Gandhi

To delve deeper into the life and teachings of Mahatma Gandhi, we
recommend the following resources:

The Autobiography of Mahatma Gandhi

Gandhi's Non-Violent Revolution

Mahatma Gandhi, a documentary film
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