
Mary Todd Lincoln, Henry Clay, and the
Immigrant Family Who Educated Antebellum
America
In the annals of American history, the names Mary Todd Lincoln and Henry
Clay loom large. Lincoln, of course, was the 16th president of the United
States, while Clay was a prominent statesman and orator who served as
Speaker of the House, Secretary of State, and Senator from Kentucky.

But what many people don't know is that these two iconic figures were
connected by a remarkable immigrant family: the Todds.
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The Todds emigrated from Scotland to Pennsylvania in the early 18th
century. They were a devout Presbyterian family, and they placed a high
value on education. In fact, the Todds were one of the first families in
America to establish a private school.
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The Todd School, as it was known, quickly became one of the most
prestigious educational institutions in the country. It attracted students from
all over the United States, including many of the future leaders of the
nation.

One of those students was Henry Clay. Clay was born in Virginia in 1777,
and he attended the Todd School as a young boy. He was a brilliant
student, and he quickly rose to the top of his class.

After graduating from the Todd School, Clay went on to study law at
Transylvania University in Kentucky. He quickly became one of the most
successful lawyers in the state, and he soon entered politics.

Clay served in the Kentucky legislature, the U.S. House of
Representatives, and the U.S. Senate. He was a gifted orator, and he
quickly became one of the most popular politicians in the country.

In 1844, Clay was the Whig Party's nominee for president. He lost the
election to James K. Polk, but he remained a powerful force in American
politics until his death in 1852.

Mary Todd Lincoln was born in Lexington, Kentucky, in 1818. Her father,
Robert Smith Todd, was a successful businessman and politician. Her
mother, Elizabeth Parker Todd, was a devout Christian who placed a high
value on education.

Mary Todd attended the Todd School, and she quickly became one of the
school's top students. She was a bright and ambitious young woman, and
she had a strong desire to learn.



After graduating from the Todd School, Mary Todd attended the finishing
school in Philadelphia. She then returned to Lexington, where she became
a prominent member of society.

In 1842, Mary Todd married Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln was a rising young
lawyer and politician, and he was quickly becoming one of the most popular
figures in Illinois.

The Lincolns had four children, but only one survived to adulthood. Their
son, Robert Todd Lincoln, went on to become a successful lawyer and
businessman.

Mary Todd Lincoln was a complex and controversial figure. She was a
strong-willed and independent woman, and she often clashed with her
husband. She was also known for her sharp tongue and her quick wit.

Despite her flaws, Mary Todd Lincoln was a devoted wife and mother. She
was also a strong supporter of her husband's political career.

The story of Mary Todd Lincoln, Henry Clay, and the immigrant family who
educated antebellum America is a fascinating one. It is a story of ambition,
achievement, and the power of education.

This book tells the story of these three remarkable figures and their impact
on American history. It is a must-read for anyone interested in American
history, education, or the lives of these three fascinating figures.
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