
Study Guide for Langston Hughes' "Mother to
Son"
Langston Hughes' "Mother to Son" is a powerful and moving poem that
explores the themes of perseverance, resilience, and the struggles of life.
This study guide provides a comprehensive analysis of the poem, including
a detailed summary, literary devices, themes, and discussion questions.
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Summary

The poem begins with the speaker, a mother, addressing her son. She tells
him about the艰难的道路she has traveled in life, filled with "worn-out
shoes" and "steps that strayed." Despite these hardships, she has never
given up, and she encourages her son to do the same.

The speaker then uses a metaphor to compare life to a staircase, with each
step representing a challenge or obstacle. She tells her son that he will
encounter many obstacles in his own life, but he must never give up. She
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urges him to keep climbing, even when the steps are steep and the going is
tough.

The poem ends with the speaker reaffirming her love and support for her
son. She tells him that she will always be there for him, and that she
believes in his ability to overcome any challenge.

Literary Devices

Hughes uses a number of literary devices in "Mother to Son" to create a
vivid and powerful image of the speaker's journey. These devices include:

* Metaphor: The poem uses a metaphor to compare life to a staircase.
This metaphor helps to convey the idea that life is a journey filled with
challenges and obstacles. * Imagery: The poem uses vivid imagery to
create a strong sense of the speaker's journey. The speaker's "worn-out
shoes" and "steps that strayed" help to convey the idea that she has
traveled a long and difficult road. * Symbolism: The poem uses symbolism
to represent the speaker's journey. The staircase represents the challenges
and obstacles that the speaker has faced in her life. The speaker's worn-
out shoes and steps that strayed represent the hardships that she has
endured. * Repetition: The poem uses repetition to emphasize the
speaker's message of perseverance and resilience. The speaker repeats
the phrase "I've had my troubles" three times to emphasize the fact that
she has faced many challenges in her life. She also repeats the phrase
"but I'm still going" to emphasize her determination to keep moving forward.

Themes

"Mother to Son" explores a number of important themes, including:



* Perseverance: The poem celebrates the power of perseverance. The
speaker has faced many challenges in her life, but she has never given up.
She encourages her son to do the same, to keep climbing the staircase of
life, even when the going gets tough. * Resilience: The poem also
explores the theme of resilience. The speaker has faced many hardships in
her life, but she has never lost her spirit. She has remained strong and
resilient, and she encourages her son to do the same. * The struggles of
life: The poem also sheds light on the struggles of life. The speaker
acknowledges that life is not easy, and that everyone faces challenges.
However, she encourages her son to never give up, no matter what
challenges he may face.

Analysis

"Mother to Son" is a powerful and moving poem that explores the themes
of perseverance, resilience, and the struggles of life. The speaker's journey
is a metaphor for the journey that we all must take in life. We will all face
challenges and obstacles, but we must never give up. We must keep
climbing the staircase of life, even when the going gets tough.

The poem is also a celebration of the power of love and support. The
speaker's love for her son gives her the strength to keep going, even when
things are tough. She believes in her son's ability to overcome any
challenge, and she will always be there for him.

Discussion Questions

1. What are the challenges that the speaker has faced in her life? 2. How
does the speaker overcome these challenges? 3. What is the significance
of the staircase metaphor? 4. What are the themes of the poem? 5. How
does the poem celebrate the power of love and support?



"Mother to Son" is a timeless poem that continues to inspire and uplift
readers today. The poem's message of perseverance, resilience, and love
is one that we can all learn from.
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