
The End of the Suburbs: Unlocking
Opportunity Beyond the American Dream

The American suburbs have long been a symbol of the good life: a place
where families could raise their children in safety and comfort, with access
to good schools, parks, and recreation. But in recent years, the suburbs
have been in decline. Shopping malls are closing, homes are losing value,
and crime is on the rise. What's going on?
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In his new book, The End of the Suburbs, Brookings Institution fellow
William H. Frey argues that the suburbs are in decline because they are no
longer affordable for most families. The cost of housing, transportation, and
other expenses has risen faster than wages, making it difficult for families
to make ends meet. As a result, many families are moving back to the city,
where they can find more affordable housing and a better quality of life.

Frey's book is a wake-up call for policymakers. He argues that the decline
of the suburbs is a serious problem that could have a devastating impact
on the American economy. If the suburbs continue to decline, it will be more
difficult for families to raise their children in a safe and healthy environment.
It will also make it more difficult for businesses to attract and retain workers.

Frey offers a number of solutions to the decline of the suburbs, including:

* Increasing the supply of affordable housing * Investing in public
transportation * Creating more job opportunities in the suburbs *
Revitalizing shopping malls and other commercial areas

These solutions will not be easy to implement, but they are essential if we
want to save the suburbs. The suburbs are a vital part of the American
economy and society, and we cannot afford to let them decline.
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The Rise of the Suburbs

The suburbs began to develop in the early 20th century, as a result of the
invention of the automobile. The automobile made it possible for people to
live further away from their jobs, and the suburbs offered a more affordable
and spacious alternative to the city.

The suburbs boomed after World War II, as returning soldiers took
advantage of government-backed mortgages and built new homes in the
suburbs. The suburbs offered a sense of community and safety, and they
were seen as the ideal place to raise a family.

The suburbs continued to grow throughout the 1970s and 1980s, but they
began to decline in the 1990s. The cost of housing and other expenses
began to rise faster than wages, making it difficult for families to afford to
live in the suburbs. As a result, many families began to move back to the
city, where they could find more affordable housing and a better quality of
life.

The Decline of the Suburbs

The decline of the suburbs is a complex issue, but there are a number of
factors that have contributed to it, including:

* The rising cost of housing * The decline of manufacturing jobs * The
increase in crime * The lack of affordable public transportation * The
changing demographics of the suburbs

The rising cost of housing is one of the biggest factors that has contributed
to the decline of the suburbs. The cost of housing has risen faster than
wages, making it difficult for families to afford to live in the suburbs. As a



result, many families have been forced to move back to the city, where they
can find more affordable housing.

The decline of manufacturing jobs has also contributed to the decline of the
suburbs. In the past, many suburban residents worked in manufacturing
jobs. However, these jobs have been disappearing in recent years, as
companies have moved their operations overseas. As a result, many
suburban residents have lost their jobs, and they have been forced to move
back to the city, where they can find more affordable housing and better job
opportunities.

The increase in crime is another factor that has contributed to the decline of
the suburbs. In recent years, crime has been on the rise in many suburban
areas. This has made many residents feel unsafe, and they have been
forced to move back to the city, where they can find a safer environment.

The lack of affordable public transportation is another factor that has
contributed to the decline of the suburbs. In many suburban areas, public
transportation is either non-existent or very expensive. This makes it
difficult for residents to get around without a car. As a result, many families
have been forced to move back to the city, where they can find more
affordable public transportation.

The changing demographics of the suburbs is another factor that has
contributed to the decline of the suburbs. In recent years, the suburbs have
become more diverse. This has led to some racial and ethnic tensions, as
well as a decline in the sense of community. As a result, many families
have been forced to move back to the city, where they can find a more
diverse and inclusive environment.



The Future of the Suburbs

The future of the suburbs is uncertain. However, there are a number of
things that can be done to revitalize the suburbs and make them more
affordable and livable for families.

One important step is to increase the supply of affordable housing. This can
be done by building more affordable housing units, as well as by providing
financial assistance to first-time homebuyers.

Another important step is to invest in public transportation. This will make it
easier for residents to get around without a car, and it will also reduce the
cost of living.

Finally, it is important to create more job opportunities in the suburbs. This
can be done by attracting new businesses to the suburbs, as well as by
providing job training and other support services to residents.

By taking these steps, we can revitalize the suburbs and make them more
affordable and livable for families. The suburbs are a vital part of the
American economy and society, and we cannot afford to let them decline.
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