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Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power is a magisterial biography of one of
the most consequential figures in American history. Pulitzer Prize-winning
author Jon Meacham tells the story of Jefferson's life and career, from his
early days as a lawyer and planter in Virginia to his service as president of
the United States. Meacham draws on a wealth of new research to provide
a fresh and insightful look at Jefferson's character and his impact on
American history.
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Jefferson was a man of many contradictions. He was a slave owner who
wrote eloquently about the evils of slavery. He was a champion of
democracy who distrusted the common people. He was a brilliant
intellectual who could also be petty and vindictive. But despite his flaws,
Jefferson was a visionary leader who helped to shape the course of
American history.
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Meacham's biography captures the full complexity of Jefferson's character.
He shows us Jefferson the idealist, the pragmatist, and the politician. He
also shows us Jefferson the man, with all of his strengths and weaknesses.
The result is a nuanced and deeply human portrait of one of the most
important figures in American history.

One of the most striking things about Jefferson was his ability to adapt to
changing circumstances. He was a product of the Enlightenment, but he
was also a pragmatist who was willing to compromise to achieve his goals.
This flexibility allowed him to navigate the treacherous waters of American
politics and to emerge as one of the most successful presidents in
American history.

Jefferson's presidency was a time of great change for the United States. He
oversaw the Louisiana Free Download, which doubled the size of the
country. He also led the country through the War of 1812. Jefferson's vision
for America was one of a nation of farmers and small businessmen. He
believed that the government should play a limited role in the lives of its
citizens.

Jefferson's legacy is still debated today. Some historians see him as a
champion of democracy and individual liberty. Others see him as a slave
owner who betrayed the ideals of the American Revolution. But there is no
doubt that Jefferson was a pivotal figure in American history. His ideas and
his leadership helped to shape the course of the nation.

Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power is a masterful biography of one of the
most important figures in American history. Jon Meacham has written a



nuanced and deeply human portrait of Jefferson, capturing the full
complexity of his character and his impact on American history.

About the Author

Jon Meacham is a Pulitzer Prize-winning author and historian. He is a
contributing writer to The New York Times Magazine and a former editor of
Newsweek. Meacham is the author of several books, including American
Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House and Destiny and Power: The
American Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush.

Praise for Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power

"A magisterial biography of one of the most consequential figures in
American history." – The New York Times

"A brilliant and deeply human portrait of Jefferson." – The Washington Post

"Meacham has written the definitive biography of Thomas Jefferson." – The
Wall Street Journal
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