
Who Was Milton Hershey: The Man Behind the
Chocolate Empire
When we think of chocolate, one name that immediately comes to mind is
Hershey's. The iconic brand, synonymous with delicious chocolate treats,
has been a staple in American households for over a century. But have you
ever wondered about the man behind the chocolate empire, Milton
Hershey?

Milton Snavely Hershey was born on September 13, 1857, in Derry Church,
Pennsylvania. His humble beginnings were marked by poverty and
hardship. His father, Henry, was a farmer and his mother, Fannie, was a
homemaker. Milton's childhood was spent helping his parents on the farm
and attending a one-room schoolhouse.
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At the age of 14, Milton left home to pursue his dream of becoming a
confectioner. He apprenticed at a candy shop in Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
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where he learned the art of candy making. After completing his
apprenticeship, Milton ventured out on his own, opening a candy shop in
Philadelphia in 1876. However, the business failed within a few years, and
Milton was forced to declare bankruptcy.

Undeterred, Milton returned to Lancaster and started over, this time
focusing on the production of caramels. In 1886, he founded the Lancaster
Caramel Company, which quickly became a success. Milton's caramels
were known for their rich flavor and creamy texture, and soon became a
popular treat throughout the country.

In 1894, Milton Hershey's life took a dramatic turn when he tasted a sample
of Swiss chocolate at the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago.
Intrigued by the smooth, velvety texture of Swiss chocolate, Milton decided
to experiment with creating his own chocolate. He Free Downloadd
equipment from Germany and began experimenting with different recipes in
his Lancaster factory.

After months of trial and error, Milton Hershey perfected his chocolate
recipe in 1900. The result was a rich, creamy chocolate that was unlike
anything else on the market. Milton named his chocolate "Hershey's" and
began selling it to local stores. The chocolate was an immediate success,
and soon Hershey's Chocolate Company was born.

In 1905, Milton Hershey decided to move his chocolate factory to a new
location in Derry Church, Pennsylvania, near his hometown. The new
factory was state-of-the-art, and it allowed Hershey to increase production
to meet the growing demand for his chocolate.



As the Hershey Chocolate Company grew, Milton Hershey became one of
the wealthiest men in America. However, he never forgot his humble
beginnings. In 1909, he established the Milton Hershey School for
Orphaned Boys. The school provided a home and education for thousands
of orphaned boys, giving them a chance to succeed in life.

Milton Hershey's legacy extends far beyond his chocolate empire. He was
a generous philanthropist who supported numerous charitable causes
throughout his life. He also played a major role in the development of his
hometown, Derry Church, which he renamed Hershey in 1906. Today,
Hershey is a thriving community that is home to Hersheypark, the Hershey
Gardens, and the Hershey Museum.

Milton Hershey died on October 13, 1945, at the age of 88. He left behind a
legacy of innovation, philanthropy, and community spirit. His chocolate
empire continues to thrive, and his name remains synonymous with
delicious chocolate treats. Milton Hershey was a true American icon, and
his story is an inspiration to us all.
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